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Is Everyone in Black History Dead?

My dear friend told me that one of her students adkgerthe abovequestion. To which she felt as thouc
someonehadknocked her off her feet. As a teacher we need to stop and think of the message we are s
to students as we try to increase tin&knowledge ofBlackHistory, boost their seHesteem, ad expand their
respect for others The question above reflects what this student and probably many others experience
time we bring out the classBackHistory stories. That question wasnakeup call

{2 a 6S Ittt 1y 2déasagooll tBackeyduid®idyinyifrienddoordl this to e a teach:
moment. It started me to wondesboutthe many times | went back into previous decadeBlatkHistory to
make a point. | cleaylunderstood the message | wanted to convey, but miylstudents? If they got the
message, greatBut, f they did not get my message, what message did they take aWésre they more
confused than before?

OnJanuary 31, 2021, on the front page oétArkansas Democr#&azette STYLE section, history wasene
Current Black History took center stage on the cover page back pagewith the followingheadlines: An
American Sweetheart, Amanda Gorman; and Kamala Harris, Vice President of the Uniesd Stat a
newspaper in the Republican State of Arkansadddicatetwo full pagesto two African American women i
truly history. Daot missour living history

Two days prior, odanuary 29, 202Dr. Shirley Weber was swoimn as the First AfricaAmerican Secretan
of State in California: one of onliaree in the country. She took her oath of office with her hand on a b
that was 560 years old where no other African American, male, or female, has Wmé&elan addedsense
of pride becauseDr. Weber is a Soror of the National Sorority of PhidDKkppa, Inc. and has not forgotte
her sisterhood. We were invited to her official swearing in sméxpress heappreciation she held a specii
virtual talk withher Sorors the following eveningAnd Yes, we are happy to call her Madam Secretapnot
missour living history

We must pauseregroup and answer thquestionto our studentswith O S NIi | A yL.éadnivig taiddy 2vit
LINSLI NS . h! G2 YI 1S KAa&aiul 2 Ndpond HoldlKand/intehtbraNwith hép&s thi
no other chld must ask@is everyone in Black History de&d?
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Etta F. Carter, Ph.D.
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Inauguration
(Wednesday: January 20, 2021)

Among the highlights of the inauguration Wedne sday of President Joe Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris, was the recitation of 0The Hill We -yé&at -oldndmé@ndeb Gorman? the
youngest inaugural poet ever and the first person to be named national youth poet laureate i a
position she achieveda s a 19 -year -old sophomore at Harvard University.

G aNXP t NB BideR Mydan Vice Rddsident, Mr. Emhoff, Americans and the world:

When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this remdmg shade? The
loss we carry, aseawemustwR S ® 2 SQ@S 6Nl OSR (GUKS o0Stfe 2@i
It gl e&a LISFOSd® Ly (GKS y2N¥a |yR y2aA2ya 2F o

l'YR @S0G GKS RIFgy A& 2dz2NB 0SF2NB 6S (1ySs
andwitnessedah GA 2y GKIFO AayQl oNRB{|Sys> o0dzi asolnfyadnda
time where a skinny Black girl descended from slaves and raised by a single mother can dre:
becoming president, only to find herself reciting for one.

Andyes,weard I NJ TNRBRY LRfAAKSRXI FIF N FTNRY LiXdgoi
form a union that is perfect. We are striving to forge our union with purpose, to compose a cou
committed to all cultures, colors, charactgrand conditions of man.

And sq we lift our gazes not to what stands between us, but what standsdyefus. We close
the divide because we know, to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside. We
down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another. We segknho none and harmony for
all. Let the globe, if nothing else, sayit is true. That even as we grieved, we grew. That even as
KdzNI'Es ¢S K2LISRT OG0KFG S@Sy Fa ¢S GANBRX ¢S

because we will neveagain know defeat, but because we will never again sow division.
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Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree, anc
2yS aKFftt YIFI1S GKSY FFTNIXAR® LT 4 SQNB Hedlade, bud
Ay it G0KS OoNARISA ¢S odgefe, tidhR Seklimb i only wekdare iti BeSaus
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seen a forest that would shatteour nation rather than share it, would destroy our country ifiteant
delaying democracy. And this effort very nearly succeeded.

But while democracy can be periodically delayed, it can never be permanently defeated. Ir
truth, in this faith we trust,for while we have our eyes on the future, history has its eyesusnThis is
the era of just redemption. We feared it at its inception. We did not feel prepared to be the heir:
such a terrifying hour, but within it, we found the power to author a neshapter, to offer hope and
laughter to ourselves.

So, whileonce® | a1 SRY dal 2¢ O2dxA R 6S LlaaArofe |1
Gl 2¢g 0O2dA R OFGF&aUNRLKS LIR2aarofe LINBGLFAE 20S

We will not march back to what was, but move to what shall be: @uatry that is bruised, but
whole; benevolent, but bold; fierce ah free. We will not be turned around or interrupted b
intimidation, because we know our inaction and inertia will be the inheritance of the next generati
Our blunders become their burdenBut one thing is certain, if we merge mercy with might, and tig
GAGK NAIKOGZI OGKSY t20S 0S02YSa 2dzNJ £ S3FOesx |

So, let us leave behind a country better than one we were left. With every breath from
bronzepounded clest, we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one. We widle from the
gold-limned hills of the West. We will rise from the wirslvept Northeast where our forefathers firsi
realized revolution. We will rise from the lakemmed cities of the Midvestern states. We will rise
from the sunbaked South. We will relild, reconcile, and recover in every known nook of our natic
in every corner called our country our people diverse and beautiful will emerge battered and beaur

When day comes, we steput of the shade aflame and unafraid. The new dawn blooms as"
fINES AlGd C2NJ GKSNBE Aa lftglea ftAIKGP LT 2yt e
Al oé

New hopes. New dreams. New history.

Source The Baltimore Sufanuary 20, 2021)
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POET AMANDA GORMAN BRILLIANT AT XChw th{¢oOwL¢,6 {!YOX
INAUGURATION!

LOVE THE COLORS
MS. GORMAN WORE!
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Prayer for Government Leaders

God of power and might,
Wisdom and justice,
Through you authority is rightly
administered.

Laws areenacted, and judgemenis

decreed. \ wpray...for dll those in
Assist with your spirit of counsel anc b '

fortitude the President and other ‘ZHI/.I(/)’I-I_)',' I,Jdt we 7)1}1_‘}"/1"1(/ a
government leaders. : TS

May they always seek the ways of /1111('[ 42)1(//’(’&1(("11/)/(’ /l/(" 171 ‘l//

righteousness, justice, and mercy.

Grant that they may be enabled by "\’-(/(//I')I(".\.." Kl)]d FEUETENCE.... /07' t/.)f..\‘
your powerful protection . .

and integrity. g e Ry

We ask this through Christ our Lord '\’f\'/', of God our Savior.

Amen | Timothy 2.2
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Soror D. Shirley Weber
California Secretary of State

SororDr. Tanya Chestnut
Alabamd? StateBoard of Education
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