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Is Everyone in Black History Dead? 

     My dear friend told me that one of her students asked her the above question. To which she felt as though 

someone had knocked her off her feet.  As a teacher we need to stop and think of the message we are sending 

to students as we try to increase their knowledge of Black History, boost their self-esteem, and expand their 

respect for others.  The question above reflects what this student and probably many others experience each 

time we bring out the classic Black History stories.  That question was a wakeup call! 

    {ƻΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ άbƻέ ŀƴd as a good teacher would do, my friend found this to be a teachable 

moment. It started me to wonder about the many times I went back into previous decades of Black History to 

make a point. I clearly understood the message I wanted to convey, but did my students?  If they got the 

message, great.  But, if they did not get my message, what message did they take away? Were they more 

confused than before? 

     On January 31, 2021, on the front page of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette STYLE section, history was made.  

Current Black History took center stage on the cover page and back page, with the following headlines: An 

American Sweetheart, Amanda Gorman; and Kamala Harris, Vice President of the United States.  For a 

newspaper in the Republican State of Arkansas to dedicate two full pages to two African American women is 

truly history.  Do not miss our living history! 

    Two days prior, on January 29, 2021, Dr. Shirley Weber was sworn-in as the First African American Secretary 

of State in California: one of only three in the country.  She took her oath of office with her hand on a bible 

that was 560 years old where no other African American, male, or female, has done.  We feel an added sense 

of pride because Dr. Weber is a Soror of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. and has not forgotten 

her sisterhood. We were invited to her official swearing in and to express her appreciation she held a special 

virtual talk with her Sorors the following evening. And Yes, we are happy to call her Madam Secretary.  Do not 

miss our living history! 

     We must pause, regroup and answer the question to our students with ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΥ άbƻΗ Learning today will 

ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ¸h¦ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΗέ  ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜspond boldly and intentionally with hopes that 

no other child must ask, άIs everyone in Black History dead?έ 

aƻǾƛƴƎ b{t5Y CƻǊǿŀǊŘΧ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗ 

Be blessed 

Etta F. Carter, Ph.D. 
26th Supreme Basileus 
nspdksupreme@gmail.com 
 

 
www.nspdk.org 
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Ψ¢ƘŜ Iƛƭƭ ²Ŝ /ƭƛƳōΣΩ a transcript. 
!ƳŀƴŘŀ DƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ ǊŜŎƛǘŜŘ  ŀǘ  WƻŜ  .ƛŘŜƴΩs  

Inauguration 
(Wednesday   -   January 20, 2021) 

 

 

Among the highlights of  the inauguration  Wedne sday of President Joe Biden and Vice President 

Kamala Harris, was the recitation of òThe Hill We Climbó by 22-year -old Amanda Gorman, the 

youngest inaugural poet ever and the first person to be named national youth poet laureate ñ a 

position she achieved a s a 19 -year -old sophomore at Harvard University.  

 

άaǊΦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 5ǊΦ Biden, Madam Vice President, Mr. Emhoff, Americans and the world: 

When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this never-ending shade? The 

loss we carry, a sea we must wŀŘŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōǊŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǎǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ 

!ƴŘ ȅŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀǿƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘΦ {ƻƳŜƘƻǿΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛǘΦ {ƻƳŜƘƻǿΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 

and witnessed a nŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōǊƻƪŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǳƴŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ ²ŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ƻŦ a country and a 

time where a skinny Black girl descended from slaves and raised by a single mother can dream of 

becoming president, only to find herself reciting for one. 

And yes, we are ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘriving to 

form a union that is perfect. We are striving to forge our union with purpose, to compose a country 

committed to all cultures, colors, characters, and conditions of man. 

And so, we lift our gazes not to what stands between us, but what stands before us. We close 

the divide because we know, to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside. We lay 

down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another. We seek harm to none and harmony for 

all. Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true. That even as we grieved, we grew. That even as we 

ƘǳǊǘΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜŘΤ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ ǿŜ ǘǊƛŜŘΤ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎΦ bƻǘ 

because we will never again know defeat, but because we will never again sow division. 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation-world/ct-nw-joe-biden-inauguration-20210120-dqqqgg4rzvdd7dmjeijjwi5ycu-htmlstory.html
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Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree, and no 

ƻƴŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦ LŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ ƛƴ ǘhe blade, but 

ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘo glade, the hill we climb if only we dare it. Because 

ōŜƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǇǊƛŘŜ ǿŜ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ƛǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 

seen a forest that would shatter our nation rather than share it, would destroy our country if it meant 

delaying democracy. And this effort very nearly succeeded. 

But while democracy can be periodically delayed, it can never be permanently defeated. In this 

truth, in this faith we trust, for while we have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on us. This is 

the era of just redemption. We feared it at its inception. We did not feel prepared to be the heirs of 

such a terrifying hour, but within it, we found the power to author a new chapter, to offer hope and 

laughter to ourselves. 

So, while once wŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΥ άIƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜΚέ bƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘΣ 

άIƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǳǎΚέ 

We will not march back to what was, but move to what shall be: a country that is bruised, but 

whole; benevolent, but bold; fierce and free. We will not be turned around or interrupted by 

intimidation, because we know our inaction and inertia will be the inheritance of the next generation. 

Our blunders become their burdens. But one thing is certain, if we merge mercy with might, and might 

ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘǊƛƎƘǘΦ 

So, let us leave behind a country better than one we were left. With every breath from my 

bronze-pounded chest, we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one. We will rise from the 

gold-limned hills of the West. We will rise from the wind-swept Northeast where our forefathers first 

realized revolution. We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the Midwestern states. We will rise 

from the sun-baked South. We will rebuild, reconcile, and recover in every known nook of our nation, 

in every corner called our country our people diverse and beautiful will emerge battered and beautiful. 

When day comes, we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid. The new dawn blooms as we 

fǊŜŜ ƛǘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ LŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōǊŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ LŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōǊŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ƛǘΦέ 

 

Source:  The Baltimore Sun (January 20, 2021) 
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POET AMANDA GORMAN BRILLIANT AT THE 
INAUGURATION!  

 

 

LOVE THE COLORS  
MS. GORMAN WORE! 

 

ΧChw th{¢9wL¢¸ {!Y9Χ 
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Prayer for Government Leaders  

God of power and might, 
Wisdom and justice, 

Through you authority is rightly 
administered. 

Laws are enacted, and judgement is 
decreed. 

Assist with your spirit of counsel and 
fortitude the President and other 

government leaders. 
May they always seek the ways of 
righteousness, justice, and mercy. 
Grant that they may be enabled by 

your powerful protection 
to lead our country with honesty 

and integrity. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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Soror Dr. Shirley Weber 
California Secretary of State 
 

Soror Dr. Tanya Chestnut 
AlabamaΩs State Board of Education 
 

 

 

 

 


